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In the Matter of |

Cellular Service and Other Commercial
Mobile Radio Services in the Gulf of
Mexico

0:
WT Docket No. 97 4 7V37 ,

Amendment of Part 22 of the Commis-
sion’s Rules to Provide for Filing and
Processing of Applications for Unserved
Areas in the Cellular Service and to
Modify Other Cellular Rules

CC Docket No. 90-6

REPLY COMMENTS OF
ARCH COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, INC.

Arch Communications Group, Inc. (“Arch”), by its attorneys and pursuant to
Sections 1.415(c) and 1.419(b) of the Commission’s rules, hereby replies to the com-
ments filed in response to the Second Notice of Proposed Rulemaking adopted in the
above-referenced proceeding (“Second NPRAM”).! As an incumbent paging carrier

operating on numerous frequencies in the areas surrounding the Gulf of Mexico, includ-

In the Matter of Amendment of Cellular Service and Other Commercial Mobile
Radio Services in the Gulf of Mexico, Amendment of Part 22 of the Commission’s
Rules to Provide for the Filing and Processing of Applications for Unserved
Areas in the Cellular Service and to Modify Other Cellular Rules, WT Docket
No. 97-112, CC Docket No. 90-6, Second Notice of Proposed Rule Making, 12
FCC Rcd 4576 (March 28, 1997).
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ing two nationwide paging frequencies, 2 Arch has a direct and clear interest in the issues
raised in the instant proceeding.

The record clearly supports the conclusion that existing nationwide wireless
carriers, including paging and NPCS carries, have authority to provide service to Gulf
offshore areas.Commenters point to the established MTA/BTA service area definitions,
the Mobil Qil Telecom decision, and the Commission’s service and technical rules as
evidencing the rights of incumbent land-based carriers.> To eliminate any confusion
regarding these rights, however, Arch agrees that the Commission should expressly
confirm that existing nationwide wireless licensees, including nationwide paging and
NPCS licensees, are authorized to serve the Gulf’s offshore areas.*

Once the Commission acknowledges that the service areas of incumbent nation-
wide wireless carriers include offshore areas in the Gulf, Arch agrees that the Commis-
sion must refrain from developing a Gulf of Mexico licensing scheme that would in any

way enable new service providers to preclude incumbent licensees from fully deploying

Arch is a leading provider of paging services with over 3 million pagers currently
in service. Arch operates in more than 40 states, and in 80 of the 100 largest
markets in the United States. One of Arch’s wholly-owned subsidiaries, The
Westlink Company, owns and controls 15% of the voting stock and 49.9% of the
equity of Benbow PCS Ventures, Inc., licensee of two regional narrowband PCS
(“NPCS”) authorizations.

See, e.g., Comments of Aerial Communications at 3-5; Comments of ALLTEL at
5; Comments of BellSouth at 5-6; Comments of PrimeCo Personal Communica-
tions, LP (“PrimeCo”) at 4-14, Comments of Sprint Spectrum, L.P. at 4-6.

Comments of PageNet at 8-9; PrimeCo at 4-12.
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land-based systems within their authorized service areas, including coastal areas.®* As
PageNet and ProNet explain, closely locating co-channel facilities of land-based and
water-based carriers in the paging and NPCS service virtually guarantees water-based
carriers will cause harmful interference to existing land-based carriers, infringing on their
ability to construct and operate contiguous land-based systems.®

If the Commission does in fact authorize additional, water-based carriers in the
Gulf, Arch concurs with PageNet’s request that the Commission adopt additional
licensing and operational rules to protect existing land-based operations. Specifically,
Arch supports PageNet’s request that the Commission (1) authorize water-based opera-
tions on a secondary basis to all existing and future land-based systems; (2) require that
water-based systems refrain from ever causing harmful interference to land-based

systems; and (3) require that water-based licensees provide full co-channel protection to

See, e.g., Comments of AMTA at 6 (a new Gulf service area would deprive 900
MHz MTA SMR licensees of some of the “asset” they acquired); Comments of
Benbow PCS Ventures, Inc. at 2 (separate Gulf licensing would unlawfully
modify narrowband PCS authorization); Comments of DW Communications at
2-3 (re. 900 MHz SMR MTA licensing).

Comments of PageNet at 5-8; ProNet at 3-5.
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land-based licensees currently operating in the Gulf coastal areas, including any service

areas that extend over water.’
Respectfully submitted,

ARCH COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, INC.

)

By:

1735 New Yk Aveque/N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Its Attorney

August 4, 1997

Comments of PageNet at 5-8.



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Joy M. Griffiths, hereby certify that on this 3rd day of August, 1997, copies of
the foregoing Reply Comments were mailed, postage prepaid, to the following:

Brian T. O’Connor

Director, External Affairs

Aerial Communications, Inc.

8410 West Byrn Mawr, Suite 1100
Chicago, IL 60631

George Y. Wheeler

Koteen & Naftalin, LL.P.

1150 Connecticut Ave., N.-W., Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for Aerial Communications and
Western Wireless Corporation

Richard Rubin

Robert E Stup, Jr.

Fleischman and Walsh, L L.P.

1400 16th Street, N.W., Sixth Floor
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for Bachwo/Coastel, L.L.C.

Kevin C. Gallagher

Senior Vice President, General Counsel
and Secretary

360° Communications Company

8725 West Higgins Road

Chicago, IL 60631

Richard S. Myers

Jay N. Lazarus

Myers Keller Communications Law Group

1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100

Washington, DC 20005

Counsel for Petroleurm Communications,
Inc.

Gene DeJordy

Western Wireless Corporation

2001 NOW Sammamish Road, Suite 100
Issaquah, WA 98027

Wayne V. Black

Nicole B. Donath

Keller and Heckman, L.L.P.
1001 G Street, Suite 500 West
Washington, DC 20001

Counsel for The American Petroleum
Institute

Andre J. Lachance

GTE Service Corporation

1850 M Street, N.-W., Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036

Howard J. Symons
Michelle M. Mundt
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris,
Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 900
Washington, DC 20004
Counsel for MobilTel, Inc.

William L. Roughton, Jr.

Associate General Counsel

PrimeCo Personal Communications, L.P.
1133 20th Street, N.W., 8th Floor
Washington, DC 20036



Wayne V. Black

Brian Turner Ashby

Keller and HEckman, L L.P.

1001 G Street, N.W., Suite 500 West
Washington, DC 20001

Counsel for Shell Offshore Services Co.

Jill Lyon

Director of Regulatory Affairs

American Mobile Telecommunications
Association, Inc.

1150 18th Street, N.W., Suite 250

Washington, DC 20036

Peter M. Connolly

Koteen & Naftalin, LL.P.

1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for United States Cellular Corp.
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BellSouth Corporation
1133 21st Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
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Washington, DC 20036
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Covington & Burling

1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.-W.
Washington, DC 20044

Counsel for Sprint Spectrum, L.P.

David L. Hill
Audrey P. Rasmussen
O’Connor & Hannan, L.L.P.

1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 800

Washington, DC 20006-3483
Counsel for Wireless One Holding
Company, L.P.

Elizabeth R. Sachs

Lukas, McGowan, Nace & Guiterrez

1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 1200

Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for American Mobile
Telecommunications Association, Inc.

William B. Barfield

Jim O. Llewellyn

BellSouth Corporation

1155 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 1800
Atlanta, GA 30309-2641

Judith St. Ledger-Roty

Paul G. Madison

Peter A. Batacan

Kelley Drye & Warren, LL.P.
1200 19th Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for Paging Network, Inc.

Jonathan M. Chambers

Vice President of Public Affairs
Sprint Spectrum, L. P.

1801 K Street, N.W., Suite M-112
Washington, DC 20036

Cathleen A. Massey

Vice President, External Affairs
Douglas I. Brandon

Vice President, External Affairs
AT&T Wireless Services, Inc.

1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 400

Washington, DC 20036
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Sara F. Seidman
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Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky
and Popeo, P.C.
701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 900
Washington, DC 20004
Counsel for AT&T Wireless Services, Inc.

Caressa D. Bennet

Gregory W. Whiteaker

Bennet & Bennet, PL.L.C.

1019 19th Street, N.W., Suite 500

Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for Texas RSA 20B2 Limited
Partnership

Carol L. Tacker

Vice President and General Counsel
Southwestern Bell Mobile Systems, Inc.
17330 Preston Road, Suite 100A
Dallas, TX 75252

James F. Ireland

Cole, Raywid & Braverman, L.L.P.

1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 200
Washington, DC 20006

Counsel for Centennial Cellular Corp.

Robert C. Wallenburg, PE.
President

DW Communications, Inc.
1725 Field Avenue
Metarie, LA 70001

Glenn S. Rabin

Federal Regulatory Counsel

ALLTEL Mobile Communications, Inc.
655 15th Street, N.W., Suite 220
Washington, DC 20005

Paul C. Besozzi

Janet Fitzpatrick

Patton Boggs, L.L.P.

2550 M Street, N'W.

Washington, DC 20037

Counsel for Vanguard Cellular Systems, Inc.

George L. Lyon, Jr. :
Lukas, McGowan, Nace & Guitierrez
1111 19th Street, N.W,, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for Radiofone, Inc.

Gerald S. McGowan

Terry J. Romine

Marjorie Giller Spivak

Lukas, McGowan, Nace & Guitierrez
1111 19th Street, N.-W., Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for Palmer Wireless, Inc.

Samuel Klein, Chairman

Council of Independent Communications
Suppliers

1110 N. Glebe Road, Suite 500

Arlington, VA 22201

Robert S. Foosaner

Lawrence R. Krevor

Laura L. Holloway

Nextel Communications, Inc.
1450 G Street, N'W,, Suite 425
Washington, DC 20005



Kathryn A. Zachem* ITS*
Wilkinson, Barker, Knauer & Quinn 1231 20th Street, N.'W.

Washington, DC 20554

1735 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006
Counsel for Benbow PCS Ventures, Inc.
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